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Youssou N'Dour's voice of Africa

Artist has something to say about his music, war and peace
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Youssou N'Dour had just flown into
the United States one night last
week, and early the next moming he
began a day of phone interviews
with American journalists. He didn't
mind.

“I'm happy to talk to people
because, | think, | really want to
explain, you know, my music,” he
said.

N'Dour, the great Senegalese
singer, inventor of the Afro-Cuban-
inspired mbalax style who came to
international prominence in the
1980s (due in large part to an
association with friend, fan and
fellow human rights champion Peter
Gabriel) wants to explain more than
just his music.

Senegalese singer Youssou N'Dour is
excited to talk to people and deliver his
Message.

N'Dour canceled a U.S. tour after the 9/11 attacks because of international travel
problems. Less than two years later, he canceled another U.S. tour.

Both cancellations included shows at the
M.C. Museum of Art. In a statement to the
press last year, N'Dour said, "As a matter
of conscience, | question the United
States government's apparent intention to
commence war in Iraq. | believe that
coming to America at this time would be
perceived by many parts of the world —
rightly or wrongly — as support for this
policy, and that, as a consequence, it is
inappropriate to perform in the U.S. at this
juncture.”

Info

Who: Youssou N'Dour,
When: Tonight at &, rain or shine.

Where: loseph M. Bryan Jr. Theater,
M.C. Museum of Art park, 2110 Blue
Ridge Road, Raleigh.

Cost: £20, $5 ages 2-12.

Later that year, he did come to the United ~ Note: Picnics, blankets and low

States for a few shows, and this time
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